Manuels River Natural Heritage Society
Interim Report - November-December 2015

A Message from the Chair of
the Board of Directors
Dear Members and Supporters;
This Annual Report is unusual in that it covers a short two-month fiscal period made necessary by the change in our fiscal year to
coincide with the calendar year effective January 1, 2016. This report will be presented at our interim AGM on March 22, 2016. In
future years we expect to hold our AGM in March.
We hope you will enjoy this interim annual report that celebrates our accomplishments and in particular showcases the natural
wonders of Manuels River during winter and how our beautiful Interpretation Centre is the ideal place for holiday celebrations.
The Manuels River Natural Heritage Society has accomplished a great deal in the 25 years since its establishment. Without a doubt
the greatest period of accomplishment has been since the wonders of Manuels River and its trails have been combined with the
opening of the Manuels River Hibernia Interpretation Centre in July of 2013, to form the Manuels River experience.
November and December of 2015 represent the third November and December since the opening of our new Centre. As detailed in
the reports from our Executive Director, Treasurer and elsewhere in this Annual Report, it is clear that we have come a long way
since the first Christmas season at the Centre. We hope you are as pleased as we are with what we have been able to accomplish in
three short years.
One highlight of the two-month fiscal year was the launch of our extensive planning and consultation process that included two
public meetings and an online survey in order to develop a comprehensive Trails Master Plan that will take the Manuels River
experience to the next level. We expect the board to be in a position in the Spring of 2016 to approve the new Trails Master Plan and
hope to be able to begin work on that plan during the upcoming construction season.
Since the Dec 31st year end we held our latest AGM on January 24, 2016. We said goodbye and thank you to six dedicated directors –
Cynthia Brown, Pat Sword, Sandra Baggs, Mike Siscoe, Jane Murphy and Natacha Fudem. In particular, I note that Cynthia was a
director for over 15 years and Pat for over 10 years. At that AGM we welcomed six talented and enthusiastic volunteers as new
directors: Lori Anderson, Shelley Moores, Jolene O’Connnell, Chris Pyne, Phil O’Connell, and Ryan Lawlor.
The success of Manuels River is made possible by having a dedicated and engaged membership, volunteer board and committee
members, staff who truly go above and beyond, loyal and generous donors and supporters including our major donor, Hibernia
Management and Development Company Ltd., and key partner the Town of Conception Bay South. Not to mention the support of the
general public who use our Centre and trail system daily.
Thank you one and all.

Don
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Donald G. Sword
Chair of the
Board of Directors
Manuels River
Natural Heritage Society

Executive Director’s
Report
This interim report provides an opportunity to highlight aspects of our operations in November and
December. As the seasons change, so does the nature and volume of our educational, interpretative and event offerings at
the Manuels River Hibernia Interpretation Centre.
Late Spring and Fall are peak seasons for our curriculum-linked school programming and we had many school groups
excitedly arrive at the Centre for a day of experiential learning both inside and outside the Centre and on our trails. During
summer we engage community youth in our fun, educational summer camps. Summer is also high season for our exhibit
space and trail tours as tourists and area residents spend more time in the great outdoors. Our Gift Store is a busy place
during summer and leading up to Christmas as it is becoming known as a destination for local and visiting shoppers to
purchase unique gifts for children and adults. Summer is peak season for wedding ceremonies and receptions and the Centre
is a sought after venue for Christmas parties for local groups and businesses. In December 2015, tickets for our New Year’s
Eve Dinner and Dance sold out quickly and this event is sure to be a hot ticket in town in 2016.
In November, a busy fall season of school visits wrapped up. School group visits began in mid to late September after
students settled back into a new academic year. Centered around both indoor and outdoor experiential learning, our
curriculum-linked River Adventures provide engaging learning experiences for K-12 students. This year we were too full to
offer space for all schools wishing to take part and we are now looking at ways to adapt our programming to allow for more
off-season visits. We are very appreciative of the continued, generous support of Hibernia Management and Development
Company Ltd. in helping us make our school programming a success.
The Young Scientist series, another very popular program, continued its expanded offering of six sessions per month in
November and December with the support of United Way funding. In addition, the Education department hosted winter- and
holiday-themed learning experiences and family fun days leading up to the Christmas break.
Year round, our engaged, friendly staff are eager to provide our visitors young and old with the best Manuels River
experience possible. With the guidance and support of a passionate, dedicated Board of Directors and generous community
donors, November and December 2015 wrapped up another successful calendar year of operations. We look forward to
another great year in the community in 2016.
All of the above point to the improvement of The Manuels River experience and form a great foundation on which to move
forward in offering new educational and social experiences. As we look ahead to 2016, we are excited about our continued
expansion and the increasing number of both residents and tourists who love our Centre, our programs, and our trails.
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Michael Mooney
Executive Director
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Manuels River Natural Heritage Society
Est. in 1989
A group of concerned citizens formed the Manuels River Natural Heritage
Society (MRNHS) in 1989 with the mandate to protect, conserve, enhance
and foster an appreciation of the River.
The MRHNS began its operations by cleaning up the River and developing
a park and wilderness trail system. The Society has implemented a
number of interpretive programs over the years devoted to education,
recreation and conservation, including guided geology and wildflower
tours, programs for schools and summer visitors, campfires, sing-a-longs,
exhibitions and more.
In 2013, with the help of generous donors, MRNHS opened the doors of
the Manuels River Hibernia Interpretation Centre and took the Manuels
River experience to a whole new level.

Board of Directors 2016
Lori Anderson *

Member

Nancy Bennett **

Member, Marketing Chair

Gail Butler

Secretary

Dawn Dalley

Member, Governance Chair

Andrea Gosse

Member, Special Events Chair

Chris Lake

Vice-Chair, Finance & Operations Chair

Ryan Lawlor *

Member

Shelley Moores *

Member

Jolene O’Connell *

Member

Philip O’Connell *

Member

Chris Pyne *

Member

Doug Russell

Treasurer

Jan Spracklin **

Member, Trails Chair

Donald G. Sword

Chair

Dave Works

Member

Elizabeth Young ** Member
Jennifer Lake
Missing Board Members: Jan Spracklin and Shelley Moores

Ex-officio Member

* Elected January 24, 2016
** 10 or more years of service
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November and December
In Review
Education and Interpretation
Education and Interpretation at Manuels River continued to
offer engaging learning and family experiences up to the end
of the year. In November there were many junior high school
bookings. Holiday activities were kicked off with The 12 Days
of Movies event where many holiday classics were screened in
our theater three times daily, and the Annual Elf and Reindeer
Hunt got everyone in the holiday spirit with a themed scavenger hunt.



Seventeen Grade 7 and 8 school visits with 495 students.



Private Tour with the Tuckamore Center. The center is
for youth with mental health and addictions issues. We
gave a hike and exhibit tour for 5 youth and 4 councillors
with great success and positive feedback.



We catalogued our extensive fossil collection.
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November and December
In Review
Holiday Events
The Centre has become a
sought-after location for
corporate Christmas parties
with all weekends leading
up to Christmas booked—
some a year in advance.

A Wide Variety of Events for Individuals, Families,
Business & the Community Were Held:

On New Year’s Eve, the
Centre was the place to be
to ring in 2016.
A Place to Buy Things Manuels River
The Gift Store is becoming known as a destination to shop for
unique Christmas gifts. We continue to work with local artists and
artisans to stock fun and exclusive merchandise related to Manuels
River such as the pottery pictured below.
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Weekly Rotary Club of Avalon Northeast Meeting



Weekly Sisters In Fitness Classes



Weekly Spruce Hills Community Church Services



Fashion Show Birthday Party



Wedding Ceremony & Reception



25th Wedding Anniversary Dinner & Dance



Post-Christening Celebration



Family Christmas Party



Arts & Culture Day



Public Geology Lecture



CBS Monument of Honour Dinner



Dinner & A Movie



Reading of A Christmas Carol

Trails Master Plan

In November and December 2015, we continued
to move forward with our trails strategy. Phase 1
of the development of the Trails Master Plan was
completed. With Phase 2 and 3 occurring in the
first quarter the new year, we will be in a
position to start implementation of the plan in
2016.
The diagram to the left shows the guiding
principles for trail design in the Master Plan,
informed with considerable input from a variety
of community stakeholders.

7

Treasurer’s Report

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Manuels River Natural Heritage Society Inc., I am pleased to
present you with the Audited Financial Statements for the November – December 2015 period, which
accompany this Annual Report.
The audited statements for the two month period were a requirement by the Canada Revenue Agency
Charities Directorate as a result of our request to change the fiscal year end to December 31. This change
to our fiscal reporting period will align our operation more favourably to conduct our business plan for the
future.
The two month fiscal period results show a deficit of $16,157, which when taken with the results of our
last fiscal year audit, essentially represents a breakeven fiscal result for the last 14 month period.
I look forward to continued growth in our revenues, such as admissions, gift store, education and
interpretation, beverage and catering revenues and facility rentals, along with the continued support from
our partners including the Town of Conception Bay South, Hibernia Management and Development
Company Ltd., Nalcor, the provincial and federal governments, as well as our many capital pledges from
private and corporate supporters.
Our success could not have occurred without the dedicated efforts of our staff, volunteers, Board of Directors, Committee Members and private and corporate supporters.
I look forward to continued success of the Manuels River Natural Heritage Society for this fiscal year and
beyond.
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Doug Russell
Treasurer

Offerings @Manuels River

Program or Service
Afternoons @Manuels River
Audio Tour
Babies @Manuels

Summary
Afternoon social/science events for adults 19+. Held once per month, tickets to be purchased in advance. Includes coffee, tea
and light refreshment.
Visitors have the option of renting an audio device from the gift store that coincides with markers on the trail and will give
them the geological, biological and historical information about Manuels River.
Held two Mondays a month at 11 am. This is a movie and social time. Included with admission.

Community Event Rentals

2 hour events that include one hour of programming, loot bags and use of discovery room, 5 available themes. Charged per
child. Offered on Saturdays and Sundays.
Evening public programming offered on Thursday evenings from June through August. Interactive, usually include
marshmallow roast and sing along on the rocks.
These are events held by the education department and include Family Fun Days, Geocaching Days, Seasonal events such as
the Easter Hunt, and other programming that is not necessarily science or geology based.
Community groups and organizations are able to rent spaces at MRHIC for their meetings, programs etc…

Corporate Event Rentals

Businesses are able to rent spaces at MRHIC for their meetings, workshops, conferences, socials etc…

Birthday Parties
Campfires
Community Events

Dinner and a Movie

Programming offered specifically in the summer months to day camps that would like to visit Manuels River. Often includes
games and hikes.
A ticketed event that occurs twice per month with a different feature each time. Includes dinner with Coffee Matters.

Exhibit Tours

Guided tours of the exhibit space with an interpreter. Available at any time.

Day Camp Visits

Geocaching
Gift Store
Guides and Scout Programs
Science/Geology Programming
Lunch and a Movie
Manuels River After Hours

Manuels River is home to a number of geocaches. Brochures are available with lists of coordinates and workshops are available
to learn how to use a GPS and geocache. GPS Units are also available for rental in the Gift Store.
A welcoming and friendly retail space that aims to enhance the visitor’s experience by providing merchandise such as local art,
nature books, science kits, locally made bath and body products and so much more.
Evening programming that is offered primarily during the week. Normally up to 2 hours. Often has a theme to help children
achieve badges. Can includes arts/crafts, experiments, hikes, games etc…
This is programming led by the education department that is of a geological or scientific nature. Includes, Fossil Friday,
Outrageous Science, demonstrations etc…
A ticketed event that occurs once per month with a different feature each time. Includes lunch with Coffee Matters.
Evening social/science events for adults 19+. Held once per month, tickets to be purchased in advance. Includes cash bar and
light refreshment.
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Offerings @Manuels River

Program or Service

Summary

Private Program Bookings

Groups are able to book private programs such as hikes, tours, geocaching, and science programs.

Private Event Rentals

We rent space for private functions including milestone birthday parties, anniversary celebrations, bridal and baby showers.

Professional Development Workshops
River Tours
School Programming

Science Camps
Sleepover Programs
Special Events
Teen Night
Theatre Showings

These workshops are geared towards other educators or groups who work with children and are focused on incorporating
science into program delivery. They are available to schools, daycares, recreation groups and any other interested groups.
Throughout the Spring and Summer, guided hikes on the river system are offered and included with admission to the Centre.
These hikes can be booked during the Winter and Fall months as well.
Curriculum linked education programs are available to both schools and homeschool groups.
Camps are offered to ages 6 through 11 during the Spring/Easter break as well as during the Summer months. They are
focused on science, nature and of course, fun!
Fully programmed and themed science sleepovers that can include a movie in the theatre before lights out, a campfire and
continental breakfast in the morning.
Fundraising events that are held for MRNHS throughout the year including the Bobber Race, Giv’er on the River and the annual
Gala event.
An evening of science geared specifically towards teens where they are presented with a challenge. This is a ticketed event and
snacks are included.
The state of the art theatre shows up to three full length features per day. These are included with admission.

Trivia Night

These are full excursions and experiences. They include dedicated expertise and an augmented experience. They may be
partnered with another organization and may include a meal.
A new monthly program, offering a fun night out for adults 19+ to test teams of 6 on their knowledge on science, sports, pop
culture and many other subjects.

Visitor Information Centre

The Manuels River Hibernia Interpretation Centre is the official Visitor Information Centre within the Town of Conception Bay
South.

Wedding Ceremony and Receptions

We offer a unique, picturesque venue for couples to tie the knot and celebrate their new life together among their family and
friends.

Young Scientist Program

This program aims to introduce STEM concepts to children from ages 3 to 8. It is, however, open to all children and is held
with a different theme twice per month.

Tourism Packages
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Thank-You to our Donors!

2015 saw the unveiling of the Donor Wall in our front lobby, honouring and
thanking all of our capital donors in the construction of the Manuels River
Hibernia Interpretation Centre.
Our donors were welcomed at an unveiling ceremony held on November 19, 2015.

Capital Donors
Major Donor
Hibernia Management and
Development Company Ltd.
Government Partners
Government of Canada
Government of Newfoundland
and Labrador
Town of Conception Bay South
Partners
Nalcor Energy
The Morgan Family
Group of Companies
Rotary Club of Avalon Northeast
The Schibler Family (Tim Hortons)
Vale

Leaders
Barbara C. FitzGerald
City Honda
Donald & Pat Sword
Gerda & Klaus Tschira
Household Movers and
Shippers Limited
Newfoundland and Labrador
Credit Union
The Patten Family Foundation
Pennecon Limited
Platinum Construction Company
Limited
Riccardo & Nika Levi-Setti (In Kind)
Robert R. Regular Law Office
Terra Nova Motors Ltd.
Toyota Plaza Scion
Villa Nova Pharmacy
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Friends
CBS Lions Club
Cooper Lighting (In Kind)
Crosbie Job Insurance
Cynthia & Derek Brown
David Works
Elinor Gill Ratcliffe
Greg & Regina O’Keefe
J. Thomas Ryan (In Memoriam)
Jeremy Hall
Johnson Inc.
NL Construction Association Rick Spracklin
Noel Andrews &
Janice Chaytor-Andrews
Parsons & Sons Transportation Ltd.
RBC Foundation

Rideout Tool & Machine Inc.
Ruth Slaunwhite (In Memoriam)
Science and Reason in Society
The Shoreline News (In Kind)
Trident Construction Ltd. (In Kind)
Vatchers Auto Parts
Vigilant Technical Sales Ltd. (In Kind)
Vivid Communications (In Kind)

Our Staff

We couldn’t do what we do, and be who we are without the amazing
team of dedicated staff that we have at Manuels River. Thank-you to
all of those who have worked with us over the past year, some in
more than one department!

Operations
Alicia Legge
Dylan Petten
Jillian Ennis
John Berniquez
Laura King
Michael Mooney
Stuart Crosbie

Internships
Myfanwy Price

Interpretation
Anna Broaders
Eleanor Power
Emily Gorner
Kyle Barbour
Laura Cadigan
Nathaniel Noel
Rachel Smith
Rod Taylor
Ryan Peach
Sarah Manning
Shannon Harding
Sydney Boychuk
Sydney Green

Events
Chris MacEachren
Christina Peddle
Daniel Rees
Emily Lockyer
Jacqueline Butler
Jessica Rideout
Justin Smith
Lindsay Mills
Sarah Au

10 Full-Time Staff
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19 Part-Time Staff

Committees of the Board

The Board of the Manuels River Natural Heritage Society is made up of volunteers (see page 4).
In addition to those volunteers there is a team of committee members who lend their expertise to our organization.
They all deserve a big Thank-you for their time and dedication.
Allison Cornish-Collins

Dan Ficken

Jennifer Lake

Pamela Clarke

Andrea Gosse

Dave Works

Jeremy Hall *

Pat Wells

Andrea Kean

Derek Brown

John Smith

Phil O’Connell

Andy Hennebury

Don Sword

Jolene O’Connell

Rick Spracklin

Beth Hanrahan

Doug Russell

Kirsten Schibler

Ron Smith

Beth Johnstone

Elizabeth Young

Krista Perry

Ryan Lawlor

Bobbi Lee

Emily Lockyer

Liz Davis

Sandra Baggs

Catherine Penton

Fallon Piercey

Lori Anderson

Sharon Deemer

Chris Lake

Gail Butler

Michelle Hawco

Shelley Moores

Christina Samson

Gord Farrell

Minette Rose

Stephanie Norman

Curtis Au

Jan Spracklin

Nancy Bennett

Steve Keats

Cyndi Corbett-Dawe

Janna Cleary

Paige Austin

* Education Chair
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Independent Auditors Report
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Manuels River Hibernia Interpretation Centre
7 Conception Bay Highway
Conception Bay South, NL A1W 3A2
Telephone: (709) 834-2099
Email: info@manuelsriver.com
www.manuelsriver.com_
TheManuelsRiverExperience
@ManuelsRiver
@ManuelsRiver_experience
Manuels River Natural Heritage Society, Inc.

Charitable Registration # 131719973 RR0001

