


OUR VISION

TO BE A LEADER IN CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH NATURE.
We understand the importance of connecting the natural world for ourselves, each other, and
all of its inhabitants. We practice, demonstrate, and inspire others to connect with nature
through the keeping of Manuels River.

OUR PURPOSE

Manuels River is a community-based organization supporting sustainability, growing minds, and
wellness.

OUR VALUES

These are the practices we use every day in everything we do; the basic elements of how we go
about our work at Manuels River.

RESPECT:We interact with each other, the environment, and the community with an
appreciation of the diversity in the world around us. We collaborate through open
communication without judgement.

INCLUSION:We engage people to work together by being accepting and welcoming to all. We
show respect, without judgement, and help people to get involved, regardless of their situation.

ACCOUNTABILITY:We can be trusted to live up to our word and values. We admit our
mistakes and improve upon them. We take responsibility for our individual actions and we hold
each other accountable.

CONSERVATION:We protect our culture and natural environment through education and
community engagement.

COMMUNITY:We work together towards a common goal for the benefit of everyone to foster
connections and feelings of belonging.

LIFELONG LEARNING:We enhance this personal journey through our connection to nature
and each other. We value working, problem-solving and playing together to grow and improve
our shared experience. We recognize that living is learning at every age.
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Message From The Chair Of The Board

Dear Valued Members and Supporters,

It is my great honour and pleasure to present the 2023 Annual Report for
Manuels River Community Inc. The year 2023 was a remarkable one for all
of us at Manuels River. I hope that you will take a few minutes to read
through the pages of this report to look at the beautiful images that
highlight our memorable year.

This annual report reminds us that we are a community-based organization
that seeks to be a leader in bringing people together. The desire to preserve

the natural and cultural heritage of Manuels River and the surrounding community was at the
heart of the creation of our organization and drives our purpose as we move forward is to
support sustainability, growing minds and wellness. Those themes form the foundation of this
annual report.

We experienced many highs and a few lows during 2023 as we, like the rest of the world,
emerged from three long years of challenges and uncertainties brought on by the pandemic.
Where we succeeded best it was due to the remarkable resilience and energy of our team at
Manuels River and the loyal support of our members and supporters.

Highlights included the return of popular events like the Chefs for Trails food hike, the Giv’er on
the River fun run and Breakfast with Santa, and popular programming like our Young Scientist
and Summer Camp. We tried some new ideas like the takeout International Dinners, Nan’s
Kitchen Takeover and Doxi’s Birthday & Family Fun Day. We were honoured to be the venue of
choice for dozens of private events like weekly Rotary club meetings, weddings, showers,
birthday parties, Town of CBS events and other community events, business meetings and so
much more!

During the year we made improvements both inside and outside the Manuels River Hibernia
Interpretation Centre. We improved our ability to provide quality catering and café services by
investing in quality kitchen supplies, a walk-in cooler, and a commercial ventless fryer. We
completed most of the trail developments and improvements on the Canyon Trail. The
improvements to our directional and informational signage throughout our trail system remain
to be completed and we will continue to fundraise in 2024 to support the maintenance,
development and upgrading of our over 5 km of accessible trails.

Have you been wondering about what was built next to our main parking lot entrance? Well, we
are very excited about our new Root Cellar that was built with the support of the Town of
Conception Bay South and the CBS Community Gardens organization. We have great hopes that
this facility will, along with our greenhouse, community gardens and the indoor garden make
Manuels River a centre of excellence for community programming and services related to
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gardening, agriculture, and food security for all ages. We are seeking funding to help maximize
the potential of these facilities, so stay tuned for more information during the upcoming
months.

Our biggest challenge has continued to be financial. Government pandemic support came to an
end and that funding was not replaced by enough support from individuals, businesses, and
foundations. While our members and supporters came back to our trails and Centre in
increasing numbers, our revenue sources could not keep up with the rapidly increasing costs in
salaries, food, supplies, materials, and services necessary to maintain our Centre, trails and
parking lots and to maintain the breadth and depth of quality programming and services. We
experienced another annual deficit. Our Treasurer’s report outlines our 2023 audited financial
results. We are a not-for-profit organization but that doesn’t mean we can withstand deficits
indefinitely. As a result, for 2024, your board of directors have taken direct action to better
focus the management and activities at the Centre, reduce expenses and increase revenues
while continuing to improve the quality of programming, services, and experiences at Manuels
River.

We are fortunate to have a very hard-working and talented group of full-time and part-time
managers and staff as well as very dedicated volunteers, board, and committee members.
Thank you to all of you who have continued to support us during these challenging times. With
your support we can ensure that Manuels River continues to be an essential part of the
community’s current and future social, recreational, educational, tourism and business life.

I hope to see you at the Centre and on the Trails during 2024!

Don Sword
Chair, Board of Directors
Manuels River Community, Inc.
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Jillian Whittle – Congratulations on Ten Years of Service

As we hold our AGM in April 2024 and release this 2023

Annual Report, we wish to recognize Manuels River’s

Executive Assistant, Jillian Whittle.

Jillian Whittle joined the Manuels River team in April of

2014 and she has been the heart and soul of our

organization since then. In those ten years, she has

provided tireless, skillful, and dedicated service to

ensure everything runs properly behind the scenes. She

is often referred to (with respect) as “the glue that

holds Manuels River together”. Jillian is the first and

only person to date to have been employed at Manuels

River for ten years.

Whether it is payroll, HR matters, banking, correspondence, recordkeeping, accounts payables

and receivables, special events or staff socials, Jillian is an essential part of making sure that

things get done on time and properly.

Jillian has been the right hand to two long-serving Executive Directors and has been the key

contact for ten years of Manuels River’s executive, board, and committee members. Her friendly

face, pleasant demeanour and ready smile are both welcome and familiar to Manuels River’s

members, supporters, and trail and Centre users.

Jillian, from all of us at Manuels River Community Inc., thank you and congratulations for your

ten years of excellent service!
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SUSTAINABILITY

We play a pivotal role in fostering sustainability through our commitment to our community and

safeguarding the Manuels River valley. Through active participation in conservation initiatives,

we demonstrate our genuine concern for the well-being of Manuels River and its ecosystems. In

2023, our efforts materialized in the planting of 40 trees generously provided by TD Friends Of

The Environment, alongside the successful completion of our Community Garden Root Cellar.

These endeavours significantly bolster the sustainability of our river and enhance food security

by educating the community on sustainable practices.
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Growing Minds

We're dedicated to nurturing young minds through our community programs, and educational

workshops, inspiring curiosity and learning. In 2023, we celebrated successes such as Nan's

Kitchen Take Over, supported by United Way NL and Sobeys Community Action Fund, our

engaging Summer Camp, and various educational programs. The intergenerational learning

aspect of Nan's Kitchen Take Over was particularly special, bringing together different age

groups and fostering a strong sense of community.

We have started working on a multi-year project with Digital Museums Canada to enhance our

exhibits and the overall visitor experience of Manuels River. These efforts reflect our ongoing

commitment to nurturing curiosity and lifelong learning.
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Wellness

We're dedicated to promoting wellness through various initiatives. In 2023, our successes

included providing healthy snacks for our summer camp through the Active NL grant, and

hosting Ageless Grace sessions with Elaine Dunphy focusing on mindfulness and wellness.

We also incorporated community garden produce into our Foraging & Mixology Cocktails.

Additionally, we were delighted to host numerous weddings, celebrations, and private events.

These efforts reflect our ongoing commitment to enhancing well-being within our community.
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Bobber Race 50/50 Lottery

The Bobber Race 50/50 is our eagerly anticipated annual fundraiser that brings a touch of

excitement to our community. As tickets are sold and the jackpot grows, the buzz of anticipation

fills the air. Attendees eagerly await the draw, hoping to secure their chance at winning the Early

Bird Bonus Draw or the jackpot! This beloved tradition not only offers the opportunity for

individuals to win big but also fosters a sense of community spirit as our province comes

together to support a common cause.

2023’s Bobber 50/50 saw our Early Bird prize winner, Michael Duffett, take home $5,000 and

our Jackpot winner, Keith Ryan, take home an awesome prize of $26,050.

Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets in support of our fundraising efforts.
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Chefs For Trails

We're dedicated to promoting wellness through various initiatives. In 2023, our successes

included the cherished annual festival, Chefs For Trails, where local chefs prepared delectable

small plates using freshly sourced regional ingredients along the trails of Manuels River.

Attendees had the opportunity to meet the chefs, enjoy local microbrews, and experience live

music amidst the natural beauty of Autumn at Manuels River. This event remains a highlight,

offering a unique blend of culinary delights and outdoor adventure.
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Giv’er On The River

In 2023, our successes included the Giv'er On The River Family Fun Run, which saw a new

summer date and garnered significant success. Families came together to participate in this

beloved event, enjoying a day of fitness and fun along the picturesque routes. This change in

timing proved to be a hit, attracting enthusiastic participants and fostering a sense of

community spirit. Giv’er On The River remains a cherished tradition, embodying our

commitment to promoting health and well-being within our community.
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Doxi’s Family Fun Day

This highly anticipated event in July was a resounding success, drawing in crowds and

generating funds. Families enjoyed a plethora of activities including goat petting, games of

chance, bounce houses, hot dogs, and fries from our new ventless fryer. Our beloved mascot

Doxi was the star of the event celebrating their 10th Birthday! It was a day filled with laughter,

excitement, and cherished memories, emphasizing the spirit of community and togetherness.
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Canyon Trail

A very important part of what makes the Manuels River Trails special, the Canyon Trail, received

a much-needed upgrade in 2023. The portion of the Canyon Trail that leads from the T’Railway

to the Canyon has been a popular route and destination for hikers for decades. Unfortunately, it

included a lot of boardwalks requiring a lot of maintenance, and as a natural trail, it was

inaccessible to many. The trail was upgraded to Grand Concourse standards, now includes new

look-out and bench locations, and is fully accessible to those in wheelchairs or those with a

stroller.

While this trail work has been completed, this phase of our Trails master plan is still ongoing. In

2024 we will be designing and installing new directional, and other signage throughout the

entire trail system. We are fortunate to have received funding from ACOA, TCAR and the Town

of CBS for most of the costs of this trails project but we still need your financial support to

complete the entire project phase in 2024.
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Volunteers

A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated volunteers! Your invaluable contributions make our

community initiatives possible. We are deeply grateful for your time, effort, and passion in

making a positive impact. We truly could not do this without you!
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2023 Funding Partners

Thank you to the organizations, companies, and agencies who supported Manuels River by

providing program funding or wage subsidy grants.

Active NL Fund

Cabot Community Business Development

Corporation

Canada Post Community Foundation

Canada Summer Jobs

Cabot Community Business Development

Corporation

Community Services Recovery Fund

Digital Museums Canada

Downtown Conception Bay South

Gen Action by Canadian Association of

Science Centres

Government of Canada

Government of Newfoundland & Labrador

MUN Career Development Program

Music NL Community Presenters Grant

NL Department of Immigration, Population

Growth & Skills

NL Department of Industry, Energy

Technology

Sobeys Community Action Fund

TD Friends of The Environment

The Town of Conception Bay South

Trans Canada Trail

United Way Community Fund

Young Canada Works
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OUR PEOPLE IN 2023

OPERATIONS TEAM

Janet Rumsey – Executive Director
Jillian Whittle – Executive Assistant
Mandy Palubicki – Fund Development Manager
Michael Harris – Digital Marketing Coordinator

Eric Clarke – Custodian
Paul Rumsey – Facilities Coordinator

Nicholle Cluett – Bookkeeper

EDUCATION TEAM

Justin Smith – Education Supervisor

Abigayle Evoy
Chantelle Slade
Chelsea Hiscock
Daryn Simms
Eleanor Power
Emma Power

Hannah Rideout
Hayley Rideout
Madison Acker
Robyn Bulgin
Robyn Hutchings
Sarah Earle

Sarah Horwood
Sarah Power
Serena Barefoot
Shane Blundon

EVENTS TEAM

Scott Chaulk – Executive Chef
Dallas Pollett – Sous Chef
Jennifer Kennedy – Events Supervisor

Andrew Gardiner
Ashley Ridgway
Avery Greening
Danielle Kennedy
Dawson Oram
Denise Taylor
Doreen O’Reilly
Emily Gallant
George Thorne
Grace Leiva

Greg Mullett
Hannah Leiva
Isabella Snook
Jacob Kavanagh
Jason Rumsey
Julie Learning
Katie Hanlon
Lisa Snow
Lynn Hynes
Madison Nelder

Megan Burt
Mike Wozney
Patrick Denty
Patrick Rumsey
Ryan Rumsey
Rachael Ryan
Shawna Murphy
Summer Barrett
Tamara Jordan

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Our volunteer BOD brings together an ensemble of talented individuals with a passion for Manuels River
and our community. These Directors give their time and expertise freely to govern the organization and
promote our mandate.

CHAIR: Don Sword
VICE-CHAIR: Dave Works

TREASURER: Doug Russell
SECRETARY: Valerie Howe

Allison Penton
Jen Parsons
Jennifer Lake (ex-offico)
Joan Butler
Lori Collins

Lori-Lynn Rowsell
Michelle Hawco
Neil Buckler
Ryan Lawlor
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Treasurers Report 2023-Manuels River Community Inc.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Manuels River

Community Inc., I am pleased to present you with the 2023

Audited Financial Statements. This was our third year with

auditor Brian T. Scammell, CPA.

The 2023 fiscal year was once again very challenging. The

Statement of Revenues and Expenditures results showed a

deficiency for the year as noted in the attached Financial

Statements.

I would like to acknowledge the financial support from our key stakeholders being the Town of

Conception Bay South, the federal and provincial governments, as well as other funding sources

including private, corporate and charitable foundation supporters.

In 2024 we as a collective Board of Directors are working vigorously towards developing a

sustainable business model.

In conclusion let me acknowledge the dedicated efforts of our entire staff, volunteers, Board of

Directors, and committee members and thank everyone in the broader community for their

continued support of our organization, especially our beautiful trails.

Doug Russell

Treasurer
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